GARDENS    AND    TREES
Kalendarium Hortense: or Gardener's Almanack,
was published in 1664, and proved one of the most
popular of Evelyn's writings. It was dedicated to his
friend, the poet Abraham Cowley, and it went into
ten editions in the author's life-time. The striking
passage in the opening of the Introduction epitomises
Evelyn's idealistic attitude towards gardening.
"As Paradise (though of God's own planting) was
no longer Paradise, than the man put into it con-
tinued to dress it and to keep it, so, nor.will our
gardens (as near as we can contrive them to the
resemblance of that blessed abode) remain long in
this perfection, unless they are also continuously
cultivated. For when we have so much celebrated
the life and felicity of an excellent gardener, as to
think it preferable to all other diversions whatsoever;
it is not because of the leisure which he enjoys above
other men; ease and opportunity which ministers to
vain and insignificant delights; such as fools derive
from sensual objects; we dare boldly pronounce it
there is not amongst men a more laborious life than is
that of a good gardener; but because a labour full
of tranquillity and satisfaction, natural and instruc-
tive, and such as (if any) contributes to piety and
contemplation, experience, health and longevity,
munera nondum intellecta Deum: in sum, a condition it is
furnished with the most innocent, laudable, and
purest of earthly felicities, and such as does certainly
make the nearest approaches to that blessed state,
where only they enjoy all things without pains; so as
those who were led only by the light of nature,
because they could fancy none more glorious, thought
it worthy of entertaining the souls of their departed
heroes and most illustrious of mortals."
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